au 







"Our children, who live daily with the criminal war that 
the Portuguese colonialists wage against our people, are the 
flowers of our struggle for national liberation. . .the main 
reason for our fight. Their message is of course one of peace. 
However for us, as for all conscious people, peace can only 
come with the end of foreign domination, in independence and 
in the exercise of the inalienable right of our people to build 
their own progress." 

--Ami Tear Cabral 
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FORD GRAFTS NIXON UNCONDITIONAL PARDON: 

"IT'S A GODDAMN INSULT" 

NEW YORK, (LNS) — "What did you expect? People 
take care of their own," said a man sitting on a 
bench in New York City's Criminal Court building 
awaiting news of his friend's arraignment. He was 
referring, of course, to Gerald Ford's decision on 
September 8 to grant Richard M. Nixon an uncondi- 
tional pardon for all crimes that he committed in 
his five and a ha 1 f 'years in office. 

Nixon cannot now be convicted and sent to pri- 
son for any violation of federal law in connection 
with the Watergate cover-up, the misuse of Govern- 
ment agencies under his control, income tax viola- 
tions, or any - of the areas in which he Is believed 
to be criminally liable. 

He will not be exempt from testifying at the 
upcoming Watergate trial, however, and can be the 
subject of civil damage suits in the future. 

No conditions were placed on Nixon in exchange 
for his pardon other than that his presidential pa- 
pers and tapes be preserved for three years for use 
in any court proceeding. After that time the tapes 
are his to do with as he pleases. On September 1 , 

1 984 or after hi s death , whichever comes first, the 
tapes will be destroyed. 

Reports indicate that Ford had or i gi nal 1 y asked 
for a full statement of Nison's role in the scandal 
as a prerequisite for the pardon, but Nixon flatly 
refused and, reports the New York Tir,;S, reacted with 
"a display of anger embarassing to some of the others 
in the room" when he was given a rough draft of a 
suggested statement brought to him by the White House. 

And in the end, Nixon seems to have won out ear 
sily over Ford, refusing as always in the past, to 
admit to any guilt. In a statement accepting the 
pardon, released within 10 minutes of Ford's announce- 
ment, he said only that "I was wrong in not acting 
more decisively and more forthrightly in dealing with 
Watergate..." 

"It's a goddamn insult," said one Vietnam vet- 
eran, perhaps best describing the tremendous anger 
that many people felt on hearing the news. 

"It's a crime," one New York woman said. "How 
do they expect me to tell my children to obey the 
law when this man is enjoying himself in some big 
house out by the ocean?" 

Hal Mayerson, a Legal Aid Society lawyer inter- 
viewed in New York City Criminal Court al so pointed 
to the i nequal i ty of the pardon. "You get a lady 
here who's going to jail for stealing a blouse or 
some guy in on assault because he got tired of living 
with the rats and hit somebody. And here's one of 
the biggest plunderers in the history of the world 
going free." 

Executive Director of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, Aryeh Neier, put it another way. "If 
Ford ' s ::pr inci pi e had been the rule in Nuremberg, the 
Nazi leaders would have been let off and only the 
people who carried out their schemes would have been 
tried." 

According to report s publ i shed in several estab- 
lishment papers, Ford moved to grant the pardon at 
th is time because it was clear that Nixon would soon 
Page 1 LIBERATION NEW SERVICE 


be indicted as a co-conspi rator in the Watergate 
case, and because, in the opinion of Watergate Spe- 
cial Prosecutor Leon Jaworski , Nixon could not get 
a "fair" trial for many months. 

Ford was also supposed to have been moved by un- 
confirmed reports that Nixon was severely depressed 
and that his health was in danger. There have been 
many contradictory reports about Nixon's health, 
however. A former counsel to Nixon told the New 
York Times that Bebe Rebozo and Robert Abplanalp had 
been actively pushing the bad health angle, Implying 
that they wished to stir up sympathy- for their 
friend . 

But for whatever reason, Ford felt compelled to 
"show mercy ... .Theirs (the Nixon family's) is an, Am- 
erican tragedy in which we all have played a part. 

It could go on and on and on or someone must write 
'The End.' I have concluded that only I can do 
that." 

Undoubtedly the 60 Attica defendants currently 
facing 1400 felonies in a trial scheduled to begin 
three years after the "crime" are angered that no 
one felt compelled to show mercy for them and their 
fami lies. 

"Ford's pardon simply underlines the double 
standard of justice in this country," said a state- 
ment by the 'Vietnam Veterans Against the War/Winter 
Soldier Organization. "The rich and powerful can 
get away with anything and Third World, poor, and 
working people go to prison." 

The obvious parallel between Nixon's uncondi- 
tional amnesty and the conditional amnesty that Ford 
now advocates for resisters 6f the Vietnam War also 
angered many. And probably it '.is then reason why Ford 
put off announcing his final plans for conditional 
amnesty until after the storm over Nixon's pardon 
dies down some. 

"I was a deserter myself, and lived underground 
for three years," said a spokesman for Safe Return, 
a group which supports unconditional amnesty for war 
resisters. "I was considered a criminal. It's 
a complete slap in the face to me to see Nixon go 
free." 

"It's d isgracefu 1 , sa id a sokesman for AMEX, a 

magazine published in Toronto by the American Jexiles. 
"But it came as no surprise. As a matter of fact, we 
have felt for some weeks now that the question of 
amnesty coming up so early in the Ford Administration 
was an attempt to ease the announcement of uncondi- 
tional amnesty for Nixon. 

"It's a clear example of inequality in the law, 
and it's all the more cynical because Ford is con- 
tinuing the same policies of Nixon in Indochina, and 
of course Nixon's greatest crime of all was perpe- 
trated against the Indochinese people." 

Polls taken before Ford's announcement indicate 
that his decision will not be viewed favorably by 
the majority of Americans. A Gallup Poll taken the 
first week in September showed that 5 &% of those 
polled thought that Nixon should be tried and only 
37 % opposed such action. Another poll conducted 
three days before the pardon announcement showed 
58% opposed to a presidential pardon and only 33 % 
for it. 
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Understandably, the Watergate Grand Jury was 
also reported to be "extremely upset" with Ford's 
pardon. The foreman of the Grand Jury, Vladimir 
N. Pregel j, said that Ford's action had "short 
circuited" the panel's investigation. CBS said 
the jurors' reactions were "outrageous, furious and 
baffled". They rd^sctrii’bad one juror as "having hit 

the ^y^tors were especially upset because Jhe par- 
don :c4fri^obel^ey l i:Biey 1 'Tb'cTi'ct >n . 

^p-;;thi: : S' year "theythad wanted' tor in- ' 
diet Nixon in the Watergate coverup but were told by 
Special Prosecutor Jaworski that they could not in- 
dict a sitting president. Instead they unanimously 
voted to name him an unindicted co-conspirator. 

But thanks to Gerald Ford, Nixon is once again : 1 
out of our reach, the benificiary of "the greatest 
plea bargain in history," says Albert Jenner, former 
associate council for the House Judiciary Committee. 
"The prosecution gets nothing. Hr. Nixon gets every- 
thing." 

"Everything" includes 'Ford's request, currently 
up for Congressional approval, for $850,000 in spe- 
cial appropriations for Nixon over and above his 
$60,000 annual pension, his $96,000 annual staff 
allowance and his entitlement fo federal office 
space and Secret Service protection! 

In addition, Nixon will sell his memoirs, re- 
portedly for a cool $2-m ill! on advance . Literary 
agent Irving Lazar said "he (Nixon) wants to be part 
of things, to make a contributioli in the quest for 
peace, to make his voice heard loud and clear. ..He 
was in great mental and emotional condition. He 
doesn'ii look beaten. He was in great form." 

And no wonder . 
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"Thousands march to demand amnesty for 

"ILLEGAL ALIENS": "WE ARE NOT ILLEGALS, 

WE ARE WORKERS" 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Thousands joined demonstrations 
in New York, Colorado, Texas, Chicago and California 
on August 31 to demand amnesty for "illegal" aliens. 

"It must be pointed out that many of us are 
forced to leave our homelands fleeing the oppression 
of U.S. -supported dictatorships or economic exploit- 
ation by U.S. multinational companies," said Raul 
Rodriguez, a spokesperson for the National Coalition 
for Fair Immigration Laws and Practices, one of the 
groups sponsoring the marches and rallies. 

"We want to make something else clear," added 
Rodriguez. "Immigrants do not cause unemployment. 

Runaway shops and the greed for more profits are 
some of the major causes of this disease." 

Thqipprch-, and rally dn\b*A Qver four thousand. 

A: member of the Center for Autonomous Social Action 
(CASA) , an anti -depart at ion group, acted 
of ceremonies ' GTEHeirspeakers included Lucy Perer, 
a representative -of the Coalition, Dennis Banks of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) and Ramon Arbona, 
secretary of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party. 

Hundreds more attended demonstrations in Denver 
and Greely, Colorado; San Antonio, El Paso, and El 
Balle, Texas: San Diego and Santa Ana, California: 
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Chicago and New York City, where about 500 people 
tobk part' in ^spirited march up Broadway, chant- 
ing "We are not illegals, we are workers." The 
march began in a mainly Dominican neighborhood and 
ended in an empty lot known as Plaza Caribe in an- 
other Latin American neighborhood. 

Another demonstration took place a week earlier 
in San Jose, California. 

Tens of thousands of immigrants live in the 
U.S. without the authorization of the Department 
of Immigration and Naturalization. Most come from 
Latin America. 

"The current of immigration to the U.S. is 
begun when industry is booming or there is a pos- 
sibility- of war which creates the necessity of 
importing a cheap labor force to cover these needs," 
the Coalition states. 

When this labor force is no longer needed or 
when war is ended, deportations of these workers 
begin. The workers without documents become scape- 
goats and are blamed for political, economic and 
social ills." 

CASA points out that"during the 1930s more 
than 750,000 Mexicans were deported, many times 
including people with the legal right to be in the 
U.S.'’ 

Again in 1952-54 under 'Operation Wetback' , 
more than 1,7000,000 people were deported. This 
time even greater numbers of legal residents and 
citizens who could not prove citizenship on the 
spot were taken to detention centers in San Isidro, 
California. "Since 1969," CASA continues, "more th 
than 2,300,000 Mexicans have been forced to leave 
the country. The official projections for 1974 
are 800,000." 

Demonstrators in'the various cities called 
for a halt to the deportations; amnesty for all 
workers without papers; repeal of the McCarren- 
Walter Act --the current immigration law; an inves- 
tigation of corruption in the Immigration Depart- 
ment; and the drawing up of a federal charter de- 
tailing the civil rights of aliens. 
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(Thanks to Claridad and the National Coalition for 
Fair Immigration Laws and Practices for the infor- 
mation in this story.) 

FORD'S CREDIBILITY GAP 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --Testifying at his confirmation 
hearings to be Vice-President in November, 1973, Ford 
was asked: "If a President resigned his office before 
his term expired, would his successor have the power 
to prevent or to terminate any investigation or crim- 
inal prosecution charges against the former Presi- 
dent?" 

He replied: "I do not think the public would 
stand for it." 


Then in a press conference in late August Ford 
was asked again if he would use his pardon authority. 
He replied that "until any legal process has been 
undertaken, I think it's unwise and untimely for me 
to make any committment." 


Sept. 8 Ford pardoned his former boss. 
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(See graphics in this packet to go with this story 
and next packet for progress in negotiations 'for the 
independence of Mozambique and Angola) 

LIBERATION FORCES IN GUINEA-BISSAU VICTORIOUS: 
PORTUGAL RECOGNIZES INDEPENDENCE OF FORMER COLONY 
ON SEPTEMBER 10 

"The State shall have as its objective the 
completeliberation of Guinea and the Cape Verde 
Islands from colonialism , their unification into 
one State in accordance with the will of the peo- 
ple and the building of a society that shall cre- 
ate the political, economic, and cultural condi- 
tions needed to eliminate the exploitation of 
person by person and all forms of subordination of 
the human being to degrading interests for the ben- 
efits of any individual, group or class. " 

Article 3 of the Constitu- 
tion of Guinea-Bissau 

GUINEA- B I SSAU (LNS) - -The Poxtu gusse tyov s Tiara*: t , 
by formally recognizing the independence of Guinea- 
Bissau on September 10, has finally acknowledged 
the victory of the African Party for the Indepen- 
dence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) after 

five centuries 1 ' of' 'Por^u ’ col 'tvi .cl fnS: e . 

Portugal's recognition comes nearly one year 
after Guinea-Bissau declared its independence on 
September 24, 1973. Two months later, the United 
Nations recognized Guinea-Bissau's independence, 
condemning Portugal's illegal occupation there. 

Since last September more than 1.00 countries have 
recognized Guinea-Bissau's independence. Portugal, 
and the United States were among the few who until 
now have refused. 

Thee Portuguese .government has agreed that the 
last of its 33,000 soldiers will have left the ter- 
ritory by October 31. An increasingly large num- 
ber osf: Portuguese soldiers had helped to speed up 
Portugal's defeat in Guinea-Bissau by either de- 
serting, refusing to take up arms against PAIGC, or 
(joining': with PAIGC 's liberation forces against 
their homeland. 

PAIGC was formed in 1956 to press for a law- 
ful, peaceful settlement with Portugal to grant 
the people of Guinea national independence. How- 
ever, on August 3, 1959, Portuguese, pblciceo opened 
fire on a peaceful group of striking dockworkers 
in the capital of Bissau, killing fifty and wound- 
ing one hundred. This massacre marked the begin- 
ning of PAIGC 's armed struggle. 

In its eleven years of armed struggle, PAIGC 
managed to liberate most of its territory, even 
though the Portuguese army had the advantage of a 
much larger army and was bolstered by South Afri- 
can mercenaries and planes, napalm and other war 
materials supplied by the United States and West 
Germany via NATO. 

The; Portuguese government dealt a staggering 
blow to the people of Guinea-Bissau when its a- 
gents assassinated Amilcar Cabral in January, 1973. 
Cabral was the Secretary General of PAIGC, whose 

< 5 tr;qnr and' win e' leud'eT'ship; had- uapn-ed'. (jijsfr ;tjp' love- - 


and respect of the liberation movements in Africa 
and tuei-r 'supporters throughout the world. How- 
ever, PAIGC survived this blow to continue its 
struggle for independence and win it. 

"We, the fighters for African liberty," said 
Cabral, "we who are ready to die and have seen 
our comrades fall at our sides, have no reason 
not to believe in Africa's destiny and in the abil- 
ity of any African people to free themselves from 
colonial and racist bondage." 

A stumbling block to PAIGC 's negotiations 
with Portugal had been the future of the Cape 
Verde Islands, a string of small islands 400 miles 
northwest of Bissau. Portugal had refused to 
consider the islands as a part of Guinea-Bissau, 
hoping to keep them for use by NATO forces and 
South African airlines. But a compromise was 
reached--the Cape Verde Islanders will hold a ref- 
erendum, and PAIGC 13 dure to Win an)/ vote held 
there. 

Guinea-Bissau is smaller and poorer than both 
Angola and Mozambique, Portugal's two other Afri- 
can colonies currently fighting for independence. 

Now free from wartime pressures, PAIGC will be 
able to concentrate on its already considerable 
progress in setting up programs for feducafion : and 
health care for the people of Guinea-Bissau, and 
also in setting up a democratic system of local 
governments throughout the country. 

- 3° - 

(Thanks to Internews for some of this information) 

COURT ORDERS FBI TO DESTROY FILES 
ON HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 

NEWARK, N.J. (LNS) — Lori Paton, a high school stu- 
dent who became the subject of an FBI investigation 
when she wrote a letter to the Young Socialists Al- 
liance, won a partial victory in her suit against the 
FBI. On August 29, Federal District Court Judge James 
Coolahan ordered that the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion file on her be "removed from the custody of the 
government and destroyed." 

"This is the first time that an intelligence re- 
cord has been ordered destroyed," said a spokesperson 
for the American Civil Liberties Union. 

The incident began in 1973 when the id-year old 
student wrote a letter requesting information from the 
Socialist Labor Party as part of her work on a social 
studies project. She accidently addressed the letter 
to the Young Socialists Alliance (YSA) . The FBI was 
conducting a mail cover on the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) of which the YSA is an affiliate. Lori Paton' s 
name was written down and sent to a Newark FBI orfice 
for follow-up. 

An FBI agent ran a credit check on Lori's father, 
interviewed thd local police chief and visited ner 
high school. The reports of the- investigation were 
placed in the FBI files and one of the file cards 
with Lori Paton' s name on it is labeled "SM-SWP." 

The "SM" stands for "subversive matter." 

. 'ihe suit, filed oy tne. .Rutgers .ounstitucTO-na>. 
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Litigation Clinic, asked for $65,000 in damages for 
Lori Paton and for "class relief" to prevent the FBI 
from conducting mail cover surveillance. Damages were 
denied on both counts by Judge Coolahan. 

With respect to class relief, the judge complete- 
ly ignored the issue of constitutionality. He ruled 
that Lori Paton didn't represent the class of people 
affected by the SWP mail cover, since others inves- 
tigated as a result of it did not have "such mild 
contact" with the group, nor were they "cleared of 
suspicion as was Lori Paton." 

Annappeal of the denial of class relief: is 
planned. Said attorney Frank Askin, "While we're hap- 
py for Lori that the records will be destroyed, we 
think that the decision is inadequate. It means the 
FBI can continue to interfere with political inquiry 
and keep records on innocent people." 

— 30— 

**************************************************** 
WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE: NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
LISTENS IN ON OVERSEAS PHONE CALLS 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --According to information leaked 
to Intelligence Report, overseas phone calls made from 
the United States are systematically monitored by the 
National Security Agency (NSA) for evidence of radical 
political activities and drug traffic. 

According to Winslow Peck, a former NSA intelli- 
gence analyst who writes for Intelligence Report, the 
NSA has been eavesdropping on private lines since the 
late 1960's, but until recently, the decision to re- 
cord the conversations was made on the basis of who 
was calling whom, and what country the call was placed 
to. 

Now, selective computers do the monitoring, lis- 
tening in on conversations for certain key words which 
might indicate that radical politics or drugs was the 
topic of conversation. Words such as "marijuana," 
"hash," "cocaine," or "dope," turn on the tape record- 
er and the result (sometimes garbled, according to 
IR's source) is forwarded to Federal Drug Enforcement 
authorities. Words like "Marx," "Lenin," "Mao," and 
"revolution," also trigger the computer and the tape 
recording of that conversation is sent to the FBI, CIA 
or other appropriate agency. 

The computer has no way of knowing whether the 
words are used in a context or in an off-handed way; 
it simply records. 

The NSA, Washington's largest and most secretive 
intelligence service, was formed in 1952 to monitor 
foreign communications, break codes and ciphers, and 
to provide communications security for the U.S. gov- 
ernment. It's global network of monitoring stations — 
on land, at sea, in the air, and most recently, in 
orbit around the earth— systematically probe the mil- 
itary, diplomatic and commercial communications of 
all foreign countries. 

The monitoring of transoceanic telecommunications 
(telex and telephone) began as part of the NSA's 
program to collect commercial intelligence, which, 
according to Peck, has come to equal diplomatic and 
military intelligence in its importance to the Agency. 

—30— 

[Thanks to Intelligence Report in Washington DC 
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF CHILEAN COUP; 

SECRET TESTIMONY REVEALS THAT KISSINGER . .. 

AUTHORIZED CIA CAMPAIGN AGAINST ALLENDE 

NEW YORK, ( LNS )— September 11 marked the first 
anniversary of the bloody Chilean coup, when U.S.- 
armed Chilean military forces attacked the presi- 
dential palace, murdering Popular Unity President 
Salvador A-l-lende , and initiating a regime of brutal 
repression. Tanks roamed through the streets and 
thousands of workers, students, and peasants were 
summarily executed. Tens of thousands of others 
were rounded up in the National Stadium, Imprisoned 
and tortured. 

Immediately following the coup many questioned 
what role the U.S. had played. U.S. economic poli- 
cies during the Allende years were clearly designed 
to choke the constitutionally elected Marxist govern- 
ment. U.S. naval advisors, pilots, and technical 
assistants were all present in Chile at the time of 
the coup. And the planes which dropped bombs on 
the presidential palace and factories were American 
made — gifts the U.S. had extended to their friends 
in the Chilean military during the Allende years. 

Still the U.S. government, wholeheartedly denied 
any suggestion of its involvement — admitting only 
that it had knowledge of the coup 16 hours before 
it took place. During subsequent investigations. 

State Department officials insisted, under oath, 
that the U.S. had made no attempts to interfere with 
Chile's internal politics. 

Now, one year later.— in direct conflict with 
these statements and affirming what critics have 
charged — the facts of the case are being uncovered. 
Secret testimony by CIA director William Colby was 
made public September 8 in both the New York Times 
and Washington Post, which admits that the iNixon- 
Kissinger administration targeted $8-million for a 
covert campaign against the Allende government dur- 
ing 1970-1973, as well as $3-million during his un- 
successful 1964 election campaign. 

( , The goal of the clandestine CIA activities after 
1970, as disclosed by Colby at top secret hearings 
last April; was to "destabilize" the Marxist govern- 
ment of President Allende and make it impossible 
for him to govern. In testimony before the House 
Armed Services Special Subcommittee on Intelligence* 
Colby claimed that the CIA's operations from 1970 
to 1973 were considered a "test" of the technique 
of using heavy cash payments to bring down a govern- 
ment antagonistic to American interests. However, 
there is much evidence that the U.S. was involved 
in similar activities in other countries way be- 
fore the election of Allende, fn Greece, for instance. 

Colby emphasized that all of the CIA's oper- 
ations against the Allende government Were approved 
in advance by the "40 Committee" in Washington — 
a secret high-level intelligence panel headed by 
Secretary of State Kissinger. 

The pattern of clandestine U.S. operations 
against Allende which emerged from Colby's testi- 
mony is as follows : 

**A total of $3-million in CIA funds was poured 
into the Christian Democratic Party in 1964 to suppc 
port the successful candidacy of its nominee, Eduardo 
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Frei, who was being opposed by Allende. 

**In 1969, some $500,000 was authorized by the 
40 Committee to "fund individuals who could be nur- 
tured to keep the anti-Allende forces active and in- 
tact." 

**During the 1970 election which Allende even- 
tually won, $350,000 was authorized to "bribe the 
Chilean Congress which was at that time faced with 
deciding a runoff election between Allende and the 
Opposition candidate." Colby's testimony reveals 
that the bribe was part of a much more complicated 
scheme intended to overturn the results of the elec- 
tion — a plan which was only rejected later when 
it was found to be "unworkable". 

**An additional $500,000 was given during the 
1970 election to "opposition party personnel." 

**0nly one month before the military junta 
seized control, hhe 40 Committee had authorized sn 
additional $l-million for "further political de- 
stabilization." 

While the CIA was conducting these clandestine 
operations, there were significant reductions in U-i 
nited States foreign aid grants to Chile, in devel- 
opment bank loans and in lines of credit from Amer- 
ican commercial banks. Commodity credits for vitally 
needed grain purchases were also Severely restricted. 

Although U.S. officials continually denied that 
there was any over— all administration program designed 
to limit economic aid to the Allende government, 
large-scale loans and aid are now going to the fas- 
cist Chilean juntau , 

**After Allende ' s election , $5-million was au- 
thorized ah additional $1. 5-million was^prcfrided 
to aid anti-Allende candidates in 1973 municipal 
by-elections. Some of these funds were provided to 
an unidentified influential anti-Allende newspaper 
in Santiago. 

* * * * * * * * * 

CIA DIRECTOR'S TESTIMONY INDICATES 
PRIOR DECEPTION BY HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

"The United States did not seek to pressure, 
subvert, or influence a single member of the Chilean 
Congress at any time in the entire four years of my 
stay," declared the former Ambassador to Chile, Ed— 
wardi’.Me Korry, during Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee hearings last April. "No hard line was car- 
ried out at any time." 

And former Assistant Secretary of State for 
Latin American Alfairs , Charles A. Meyer, similarly 
testified at that time that the United States. had 
scrupulously adhered to a policy of non-intervention. 
"We bought no votes, we funded no candidates, we: 
promoted no coups." 

Kissinger's only public comment on the anti- 
Allende coup was: "The CIA had nothing to do with 
the coup, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
and I only put in that qualification in case some 
madman appears down there who without instructions 
talked to somebody. I have absolutely no reason to 
suppose ito" 

In light of CIA director Colby's secret testi- 
mony, these statements must be judged as gross de- 
ceptions. Colby continually e mphasized that "The 
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agency (CIA) didn't do anything without the know- 
ledge and consent of the 40 Committee," pointedly 
adding that the Gommittee was headed by Kissinger, 
who was then Nixon's National Security Advisor® 

One official disclosed, "In the period before 
the coup there was a pretty firm view on the part 
of the 40 Committee — which Is Kissinger and no- 
body else — that the Allende government was bound 
to come to destruction and had to be thoroughly 
discredited!’ 

"The State Department supported this, but in a 
different way," the official recalled. "It wanted 
to stretch out any clandestine activities to 
permit the regime to come to a political end. 

"The argument was between those who wanted 
to use force and end it quickly rather than to 
play it out. Henry was on the side of the former 
— he was for considerable obstruction." 

Whether or not the U.S. directly intervened 
militarily in the Chilean coup is almost a moot 
point given the heavily funded U.S. schemes de- 
signed to encourage such a coup to take place® » 
Still, the U.S. military role should not be under- 
estimated. During the Allende years the U.S. 
devoted considerable efforts to win over the Chi- 
lean military. While economic aid to Chile was 
being cut, there was an increase in the sale of 
U.S. armaments and military equipment. Justifying 
these sales to a Senate hearing of foreign aid, 
Admiral Raymond Peet remarked on "the considerable 
influence we obtain in providing the maintenance 
of these airplanes." The delivery of F-5E or the 
Skyhawk "permits the maintenance of a certain 
American orientation among the Chilean military 
at a time of tensions between both countries." 

But the delivery of armaments was only one 
ot the tactics employed by the Pentagon to in- 
fluence the Chilean military. In the last 20 
years, more 1 than 4000 Chilean officers have been 
trained in the U.S. and in U.S. schools in the 
Panama Canal'^Zone. General Pinochet, chief of 
the junta * was military attache in the Chilean 
Embassy in Washington in 1956 and travelled to 
the Southern Command of the U.S. Armed Forces on 
many occasions. 

In fact, all other members of the junta were 
in the U.S. at some time, and in 1971 a high- 
level military delegation from the U.S visited 
with Chilean military leaders. 

And there is no indication that such ac- 
tivities will end. The U.S. continues to do 
its utmost to bolster the Chilean junta both 
economically and militarily. In 1974, more 
U.S. funds will have been spent in training 
Chilean military personnel than on the military 
of any other Latin American country except Ven- 
ezuela . 

The administration has requested another 
$20-million in military training and aid for 
Chile which will be considered at Foreign Affairs 
Committee sessions in September. Amendments have 
been offered calling for the halving and complete 
elimination of the Administration's request for 
support. Even on the off chance that one of 
these passed, the U.S.'s past record offers- every 
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reason to expect that such support will only be given 
to the Chilean junta "covertly”, if necessary. 

DEMONSTRATIONS MARK FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF COUP 

The recent disclosures of the U.S. role in Chile 
are nothing new for those who have long opposed the 
brutal repression in Chile and called for an end to 
U.S. aid to the fascist junta. During the weekcof 
September 4-11 many organizations around the world 
renewed their protests as part of an international 
week of solidarity with the victims of repression in 
Chile® 

In the United States the first anniversary of the 
bloody military coup was marked by demonstrations and 
rallies demanding freedom for all political prisoners 
in Chile , an end to the ban on trade unions and poi 
litical parties, and an end to all U.S. aid to the 
Chilean military government. 

"AltHcmgH^tKe^ruling junta in Chile recently took 
steps ■' to change the form of government a proclaiming 
General Pinochet ' President ' of the nation 3 no change 
in the policy of brutal repression has accompanied 
this maneuver to stifle international public out- 
rage, stated a spokesperson for US LA (United States 
Committee for Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners) 3 one of the main organizations calling 
for the September actions. 

" While the indiscriminate slaughter of innocent 
victims following, the coup has eased a between 10 3 000 
and 12 3 000 political prisoners remain in Chile's 
jails awaiting trials. Pre-trial interrogation 3 
during which prisoners are denied all legal rights 3 
is often a euphemism for sophisticated and even 
fatal forms of torture. " 

In calling for international support of the 
Chilean resistance, the political committee of the 
exiled Popular Unity government added: 

"Inflation has reached I2007o while over 200 3 000 
have been forced into unemployment. . .The same corpor- 
ations that moved in hasty desperation to overthrow 
the Popular Unity government are new recuperating 
their losses by way of super exploitation of thou- 
sands of Chilean workers . The junta is eagerly try- 
ing to make Chile safe for foreign investment 3 and 
that means repressing the people and destroying their 
leaders 3 their organizations . ■ 

"Given the increasingly sinister reality of 
Chile today 3 " the committee's 'statement continued. 

"we must place 3 above all other considerations 3 above 
any political differences that may separate us 3 the 
humanitarian task of exhausting all efforts to halt 
the escalation of blood and terror which today en- 
gulfs owi nation. " 

-30- 

(In the next packet we will provide a roundup of 
the September Chile actions 3 as well as aipicture> Pf 
the situation one year after military rule). 

CALIFORNIA WOMEN'S GROUPS:' DEMAND STRICT REGULATIONS 
ON lUD'S; "WOMEN ARE TIRED OF BEING USED AS GUINEA • 

PIGS” 

SAN FRANCESCO, Gal, (LNS)— — A coalition of women's 
groups in San Fransisco announced August 31 that it 
ih® s filed a petition with the Califormia Department 
of Health demanding strict new regulations governing 
intra -uteri ne contraceptive devices (lUD'S). 
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Patsy Fulcher, chairwoman of the Coalition of 
Medical Rights for Women, noted "Women are tired of 
being used as guinea pigs for untested medical de- 
vices sold at enormous profits by large drug compa- 
nies." 

The petition requests that manufacturers be re- 
quired to take all necessary steps to inform women 
of potential dangers of the IUD* si, whose use has 
increased dramatically after the dangers of oral 
contraceptives were widely publicized in 1970. 

The perhaps 8 million women using lUD's in the 
United States are in potential danger of suffering 
from symptoms including heavy bleeding, insertion 
pain, serious infections and uterine perforations, 
and death. In addition, the failure rate of lUD's 
is higher than that of that of safer forms con- 
traception, and pregnancies with the IUD still in 
the uterus have resulted in werious complications. 

Thirty-six c:: known deaths related to lUD's 
were reported at Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
hearings in Washington during the last week in Au- 
gust. In addition, in the first six months«of 1973 
alone, over 3,500 hospitalizations resulted from 
IUD complications , according to a survey done by 
the United States Center for Disease Control. 

Because the FDA has classified lUD's as "de- 
vices" rather than as "drugs", it 1 claims that it 
does not have the authority to require p^e-market 
testing of lUD's. It is only after the device is 
marketed that the FDA can assume a regulatory func- 
tion, and even then, only if it can prove in court 
that the product is dangerous to health when used as 
directed, or is improperly labelled. 

Wendy Williams, a lawyer with Equal Rights Advo- 
cates — one of the groups filing the petition — ar- 
gues that in California, the Department of Health has 
authority to regulate the lUD's but has taken ho 
steps to do so. 

Lack of adequate warnings and regulations on the 
sale of lUD's has finally taken its toll on one man- 
ufacturer — the A.H. Robins Company of Richmond, Va. 
— maker of the Daikon Shield. In July, the Depart- 
m ent of Health, Education and Welfare banned 3,, 000 
federallly funded birth control clinics from using 
the Daikon Shield when it became known that 36 wo- 
men using the IUD had suffered spontaneous septic 
(infected) abortions in mid-pregnancy, and four had 
died of resulting blood poisoning. New information 
gathered since shows that 11 deaths and 209 septic 
abortions have occurred. 

The petition filed in California by two public 
i nterest law firms asks the California Department 
of Health to ban the further sale, distribution or 
advertising of the Daikon Shield. 

Negligence on the part of the G.D. Searle Co, 
which manufactures the Copper 7 IUD has recently 
caused the FDA to recall uptto 200,000 Copper 7's. 
Many doctors have complained that seals of the pack- 
ages were defective, and that the lUD's may not be 
sterile. 

The Californiz petition also asks the banning 
of all lUD's currently on the market until they have 
been carefully tested and evaluated; distribution ‘ 
of information to patients, physicians and medical 
schools advising of dangers to users; that all IUD 
advertising be required to spell out the dan gers ; 

(Story continued on Inside. .fo\*t/cbvbt } 

September 11, 1974 


(#640) 


more 



(See graphics to go with the following article.) 

NGUYEN THI DINH: 

PEASANT WOMAN LEADS MILITARY RESISTANCE IN SO. VIETNAM 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: This is a slightly edited version 
of an article which appeared in the special Nomen °t 
Indochina issue of Focal Point, put out by the J™ ~ 
china Peace Campaign . Additional material on Nguyen 
Thi Binh has been added from the new book Women of 
Vietnam" by Arlene Eisen Bergman. The^book is available 
for $2.65 from People's Press, 2680 2 1st bt ., b.n. 3 
CA o 94110 .) ... 

Nguyen Thi Dinh looks like the ideal grandmother. 
Comfortably round, sparkling with humor and energy, 
she looks, in fact, anything but what we associate with 
a military commander. Yet she is Deputy-Comman e - 
Chief of the People's Liberation Armed Forces of South 
Vietnam (PLAF) . Dinh is also president and co- founder 
of the Women's Union For the Liberation of South 
Vietnam. . 

A peasant woman who has shared the sorrow and 
tragedy of those she commands and fights with, she 
has lost over twenty members of her own family in the 
war. The importance of her position has not cause 
her to forget her peasant roots. She has said, ij 
I am here in high command, it is because the V e0 V Le 
taught me. But I am no differeiitiihan thousand* and 
thousands of other women. I am merely one of them. 

And how many combatants have fallen, women and men, 
who could have filled my post!" 

Bom in South Vietnam in the early 1900's, Nguyen 
Thi Dinh comes from a poor family. Her mother an 
father hired themselves out as laborers to the land- 
lords. 

Her native province of Ben Tre was a center of 
organizing the movement against the French colonial- 
ists and at an early age she saw her brother tor- 
tured by the Vietnamese village chief who worked for 

the French. 

"He ordered men to beat and tie my brother s 
hair and pull him to the ceiling. He was not the only 
one facing torture but also many other people, old, 
young o . . . some were beaten until unconscious, bloo 
spilled out of their mouths, ears, legs, redd.ened 
the grey cement floor . I was so scared I could only 

stand and cry." 

She saw her family's friends, the people she 
respected, going to secret meetings, planning, or- 
ganizing. And though she was very young and could 
not read, she asked to be allowed to help. Her par 
ents objected, saying that "national affairs are not 
for girls to do." But her brother's friends began 
to give her messages to carry and leaflets to dis- 
tribute. "I crawled into my bed and. took, a leaflet 
out , I could not read. It took me a while to sppll * 
■them out. It was an appeal to the peasants . to oppose 
the rich and gtu&Z ZccndZovds *> 

When she was 19 she got married and had a son. 
Three days &£ter her son was born, her bus an was 
arrested by the French and sent to the 
Six months later she was also arrested They put 
me in jail and demanded I i&voe names of patriots. 

I kept secret all the information. Then they sent 
me off to live in a jungle camp. They tried to fo 
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me to give my son to them. They could not take my 
son and I gave him to my family . After 3 years in 
prison I’d gotten a heart disease and they released 
me because they thought I was weak and couldn t do 
anything for the resistance." 

Her son was four and didn't recognize her when 
she finally returned home. Soon after she learned 
that her husband had been tortured to death in prison. 

In 1944 Dinh was able to make contact with the 
resistance again which was now organized into a broad 
front called the Viet Minh and she led the first up- 
rising against the colonialists. "In the massive 
uprising to seize the city hall of Ben Ire, 
the flag leading thousands of people armed with 
knives, bamboo sticks, flags, banners . .the streets 
were red. This mass of people marched tirelessly 
tens of kilometers straight. We even forgot being 
hungry. " 

She was assigned the task of building women's 
organizations at the district and hamlet level. In 
1946 she was sent to Hanoi with a delegation to 
report to President Ho Chi Minh and to get ammunition 
to reinforce the troops in the South. She still re- 
calls the president urging her to stay m Hanoi for 
a while to study saying, "A revolutionary should 
learn all her life, learn theory, learn the people, 
learn reality: The one who does not learn is like 
walking at night with no lamp or cane, very easy 
to fall, isn't that so?" 

By 1947 Nguyen Thi Dinh took charge of bringing 
supplies to the southern part of Vietnam from the 
north where liberation forces were stronger. In those 
times, she lived from one high-risk mission to a- 
nother. The war had its ebb and flow, and whenever 
the French recaptured her province Dinh was forced 
to hide in tunnels underground. When they captured 
her, the villagers acted quickly andxjjescuedelter. 

Fbllowing the defeat of the French in 1954, the 
Geneva Accords called for the temporary separation 
of Vietnam 1 into two zones for military regroupment. 
The Viet Minh soldiers were to uegroup North upt.,1 
reunification in 1956. 

However, the United States took over from the 
French, installing in the South a state structure 
headed by Ngo Dinh Diem and sought to perpetuate a 
Korean-type division in which the U.S. control of 
the South could be assured. 

Resisting Diem 


This separation continues to be "a wound felt 
very deeply" by the people of Vietnam, Dinh told o 
a member of her delegation from the South to the 
National Congress of Women who was seeing her hus- 
band for the first time in 30 years. 

In order to weaken the morale of the Viet Minh 
and reduce their ties to the South, Diem launched a 
program called "Divorce the Communist," demanding 
those women whose husbands had regrouped to t e 
North to apply for a divorce and to cut all rela- 
tionship with them. Dinh spoke of women who were 
raped and beaten because they refused to renounce 
their husbands and go with local Diem officials. 
"During those darkest years of the liberation move- 
ment in the South, the courage of these women taught 
me a good lesson about the spirit of loving our 

country . " — — 
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Tactics similar to those used today by General 
Thieu were used by Diem to crush the movement: Tens 
of thousands of people were rounded up into concen- 
tration camps (strategic hamlets). Homes and fertile 
fields were leveled to provide space for the camps. 
Those who protested were tortured. 

"Countless people in this area had died of 
starvation 3 of sickness caused hy these brutal tor- 
tures . For example 3 they came into Chi's house 3 held 
her down to the ground and took turns raping her un- ' ' 
til she became unconscious . Another young girl around 
12 years old in An Loc village 3 was also raped to 
death . Anyone who opposed them was accused of being 
Vietcong. . . .guillotines were set up everywhere and 
prisons mushroomed . " 

Nguyen Thi Binh was one of only a few revol- 
utionary leaders who stayed in the South following 
the signing of the Geneva Accords. Diem assumed she 
went North, so she remained free by changing her 
name and moving frequently. But by 1957, Diem found 
out that she was still in the South and offered a 
huge reward for her capture. 

Her picture was posted everywhere, but the pea- 
sants protected her whether she disguised herself 
as a market woman or someone’s sick daughter. When 
Diem's soldiers searched her hideout, the family 
protecting her would cover her head and she would 


aganda work in cities under the noses of the en- 
emy. It means going onto enemy bases disguised 
as a laundress or fish monger, carefully cal- 
culating the layout strengths and weaknesses of the 
post. Then, at night, blowing it up. 

It means serving as secretaries and servants 
to top officers of Thieu' s army, and relaying in- 
formation to the Liberation Army, or planting 
explosives in the meeting rooms of the top brass 
in Saigon. 

It means approaching Saigon soldiers at night 
and talking to them from outside the bases, bring- 
ing news of life in the liberated zone, messages 
from their families, describing land distribution 
and the plot that has been set aside for them. 

The tens of thousands of soldiers who deserted 
each month during the 1972 offensive were to a 
large extent responding to these brave women. 

Part of Dinh's major responsibility is the 
training and organizing of this force. 

The defeat of half a million heavily armed 
U.S. ground troops by peasant guerillas and later 
the failure of the U.S. strategic and tactical 
Air Force to quell the revolution for national 
liberation has had and will continue to have 
profound repercussions for the U.S. 


moan loudly. Once, however, she disguised herself 
as a wealthy lady and traveled with an escort from 
Diem's army. 

By 1959, in the face of massive repression by 
the Diemist forces, the resistance determined the 
time had come to once again take up arms, and Dinh 
took a leadership position in the general movement. 
They had no army, no weapons, all the resistance 
till that time had been clandestine. Their tactics 
had to flexible and imaginative. 

Dinh recalls: "We made lots of wooden guns 3 all 
kinds of rifles made out of palm fronds that would 
frighten the enemy force 3 for they would think we 
had lots of troops." These were replaced as they 
captured real weapons from the enemy. 

This- insurrection which began / in Ben Tre pro- 
vince drove 13,000 Diem troops out of the province 
and became a model for national liberation strategy: 
Careful political work done amoung the people for 
mon ths prior to any military action, propaganda and 
agitatibnu within aenemy ranks, combined with armed 
struggle. 

"With their bows and arrows 3 booby traps 3 spiked 
pitSy homemade guns 3 muskets 3 mines and grenades 3 
our women killed the enemy in many places and at 
many times... In 1965 3 when the Unites States sent 
troops into the South on a massive scale 3 the move- 
ment to have women join the armed forces increased. " 

The Long-Haired Army 

Today, 40% of the regimental commanders of the 
PLAF are women, a higher percentage of women are in 
the local militia, and the backbone of the political 
struggle is the army of women known as the Long Haired 
Army. 

The work of these women is decisive and very 
dangerous. It involves carrying out political prop- 


As president of the Union of Women for the 
Liberation of South Vietnam which was founded on 
March 8, 1961-- International Women's Day, Dinh 
notes oh the tenth anniversary of its founding 
that 

"Our movement symbolizes the strength of the 
women ' s movement against imperialism in the pres- 
ent period. . . . (We) pledge to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with our sisters of the North 3 united 
closely with the women of Cambodia 3 Laos and the 
whole world to fight to the end for national ind- 
ependence, democracy 3 social progress and for the 
happiness of women and children. " 

r.30- 
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UFW DEMANDS EQUAL TIME AGAINST GALLO 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS)--The United Farm Workers 
of America (UFW) has put together two 60-second 
television commercials and is asking the tele- 
vision networks for air time under the "fairness 
doctrine" to answer Gallo wine commercials. The 
UFW called for a boycott of Gallo wines in July 
1973 as part of their effort to force growers in- 
to signing grape contracts with the union. 

The UFW points out that the networks carry 
no other programming representing the opposite 
viewpoint on this issue "i.e. that viewers should 
boycott Gallo by not buying Gallo wine products." 
In their letter to the networks and California 
TV stations, the union points out that Gallo pro- 
ducts are sold under many names, but "Gallo makes 
no effort to inform your viewers that these are 
actually Ga 1 lo products . Thus Gallos is subvert- 
ing the UFW boycott, not only by massive adver- 
tising on TV, but also by failing to inform the 
public that it is the source of wines with other 
labels." 
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TOP RIGHT': Newark police arriving to try to . 
stop looters in Puerto Rican section of 
Newark. Clashes with police occurred for 
about three days recently after police Inter- 
vention at a Puerto Rican festival. 

GOES WITH STORY THAT WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT 
PACKET. 


TOP LEFT: Cover Reprint. Photo of woman with 
weeks-old child in liberated territory of 
Guinea-Bissau. Guinea Bissau is now an 
independent country after years of Portu- 
guese domination. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 3. 

CREDIT: Andy Marx/LNS 


BOTTOM TWO PHOTOS are of Nguyen Thi Dinh, 
Deputy-Commander-in-Chief of Peoples Lib- 
eration Armed Forces of South Vietnam (PLAF) . 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 7. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Photo from, a demonstration CREDIT: Woman of Vietnam/LNS 

against deportation. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 2. 

CREDIT: Miguel Pendas/MIL ITANT/ LNS 
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TOP RIGHT: Map of Puerto Rico showing some 
of the corporate interests there. 

Can he used with stories ir. {jackets #633, 636 
§638 o 

CREDIT: CLARICAD/LNS 


MIDDLE RIGHT: Man. with woman in test tube . 
CREDIT: SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLH/CPF/'LNS. 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Wot k lug man supporting business 
man * s inflat ion . 

CRED IT : Nuez/GRANMA/ LNS 


TOP LEFT: Woodcut of Salvador Allende, President 
of Chile who was killed as a military coup took 
control cf the country, September 11, 1973. 

See story on page 4. 

CRED IT : Rodemor/TNS/ LNS 


MIDDLE LEFT: CIA in Chile. 
Goes with story on page 4,. 
CREDIT: William Perkins 


BOTTOM LEFT: Interests behind military rulers 
in Chile. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. 

CREDIT: CILE/LNS 
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